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This dataset provides the data for the 2014 Chapel Hill Expert Survey on the positioning of 268
political parties on political ideology, European integration, and policy positions in 31 countries,
including all EU member states.1 The survey also includes parties in Norway, Switzerland and
Turkey. The survey was administered between December 2014 and February 2015 to 337 experts
specializing in political parties and European integration in one of the countries considered.

The Chapel Hill expert survey was conducted by Ryan Bakker, Erica Edwards, Liesbet Hooghe,
Seth Jolly, Gary Marks, Jonathan Polk, Jan Rovny, Marco Steenbergen and Milada Vachudova.
The CHES team gratefully acknowledges funding from the following organizations and grants.

• The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s European Union Center of Excellence.

• The European Union’s ERC Advanced Grant on Causes and Consequences of Multilevel Gov-
ernance (No. 249543) and its Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme (No. 649281).

• A public grant overseen by the French National Research Agency (ANR) as part of the “In-
vestissements d’Avenir” program LIEPP (ANR-11-LABX-0091, ANR-11-IDEX-0005-02), and
by the Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapsrådet), grant number 421-2012-1188.

• Riksbankens Jubileumsfond, grant number P13-1090:1.

The 2014_CHES_dataset_means.dta Stata file contains average expert judgments per political
party. The 2014_CHES_dataset_expert-level.dta dataset provides information at the level of the
individual expert and allows researchers to aggregate expert scores and estimate standard deviations
among expert judgments. The survey questionnaire specifies the full question format.2

*In papers or publications utilizing this dataset, we ask users to refer to the dataset as the 2014
Chapel Hill expert survey and cite documentation as follows (this citation will be replaced by the
article of record for the data set when information is available):

Ryan Bakker, Erica Edwards, Liesbet Hooghe, Seth Jolly, Gary Marks, Jonathan Polk, Jan Rovny,
Marco Steenbergen, and Milada Vachudova. 2015. “2014 Chapel Hill Expert Survey.” Version
2015.1. Available on chesdata.eu. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.

1Luxembourg, Cyprus, and Malta are included, but users should note that fewer than 4 surveys were completed
for each country. Norway also has a low response rate, with only 3 complete surveys.

2The dataset files and questionnaires are available on the website (chesdata.eu) in Stata (.dta) and .csv formats.
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General Questions

COUNTRY = unique identifier for each country.
CNAME = country name (in English).

Country ID Country Country
Abbreviation

1 BE Belgium
2 DK Denmark
3 GE Germany
4 GR Greece
5 ESP Spain
6 FR France
7 IRL Ireland
8 IT Italy
10 NL Netherlands
11 UK United Kingdom
12 POR Portugal
13 AUS Austria
14 FIN Finland
16 SV Sweden
20 BUL Bulgaria
21 CZ Czech Republic
22 EST Estonia
23 HUN Hungary
24 LAT Latvia
25 LITH Lithuania
26 POL Poland
27 ROM Romania
28 SLO Slovakia
29 SLE Slovenia
31 CRO Croatia
34 TUR Turkey
35 NOR Norway
36 SWI Switzerland
37 MAL Malta
38 LUX Luxembourg
40 CYP Cyprus

PARTY_ID = unique identifier for each party.
PARTY_NAME = party abbreviation.
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Entries for the questions on the following pages are the mean of expert responses for a particular
party.

General Questions on European Integration

EU_POSITION = overall orientation of the party leadership towards European integration in
2014.

1 = Strongly opposed
2 = Opposed
3 = Somewhat opposed
4 = Neutral
5 = Somewhat in favor
6 = In favor
7 = Strongly in favor

EU_SALIENCE = relative salience of European integration in the party’s public stance in 2014.

0 = European Integration is of no importance.
:
10 = European Integration is of great importance.

EU_POSITION_SD = standard deviation of expert placement of overall orientation of the party
leadership towards European integration in 2014.

EU_DISSENT = degree of dissent on European integration in 2014.

0 = Party was completely united.
:
10 = Party was extremely divided.

EU_BENEFIT = position of the party leadership in 2014 on whether COUNTRY has benefited
from being a member of the EU.

1 = Benefited
2 = Neither benefited nor lost
3 = Not benefited
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Specific EU Policy Questions

EU_EP = position of the party leadership in 2014 on the powers of the European Parliament.

1 = Strongly opposes
2 = Opposes
3 = Somewhat opposes
4 = Neutral
5 = Somewhat favors
6 = Favors
7 = Strongly favors

EU_INTMARK = position of the party leadership in 2014 on the internal market (i.e. free
movement of goods, services, capital and labor).

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors

EU_COHESION = position of the party leadership in 2014 on EU cohesion or regional policy
(e.g. the structural funds).

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors

EU_FOREIGN = position of the party leadership in 2014 on EU foreign and security policy.

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors

EU_TURKEY = position of the party leadership in 2014 on EU enlargement to Turkey.

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors

EU_BUDGETS = position of the party leadership in 2014 on EU authority over member states’
economic and budgetary policies.

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors
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Ideological Questions

LRGEN = position of the party in 2014 in terms of its overall ideological stance.

0 = Extreme left
:
5 = Center
:
10 = Extreme right

LRGEN_SD = standard deviation of expert placement of the party in 2014 in terms of its overall
ideological stance.

LRECON = position of the party in 2014 in terms of its ideological stance on economic issues.
Parties can be classified in terms of their stance on economic issues. Parties on the economic left
want government to play an active role in the economy. Parties on the economic right emphasize a
reduced economic role for government: privatization, lower taxes, less regulation, less government
spending, and a leaner welfare state.

0 = extreme left
:
5 = center
:
10 = extreme right

LRECON_SALIENCE = relative salience of economic issues in the party’s public stance in
2014.

0 = No importance.
:
10 = Great importance.

LRECON_SD = standard deviation of expert placement of the party in 2014 in terms of its
ideological stance on economic issues.

GALTAN = position of the party in 2014 in terms of their views on democratic freedoms and rights.
“Libertarian” or “postmaterialist” parties favor expanded personal freedoms, for example, access to
abortion, active euthanasia, same-sex marriage, or greater democratic participation. “Traditional”
or “authoritarian” parties often reject these ideas; they value order, tradition, and stability, and
believe that the government should be a firm moral authority on social and cultural issues.

0 = Libertarian/Postmaterialist
:
5 = center
:
10 = Traditional/Authoritarian
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GALTAN_SALIENCE = relative salience of libertarian/traditional issues in the party’s public
stance in 2014.

0 = No importance.
:
10 = Great importance.

GALTAN_SD = standard deviation of expert placement of the party in 2014 in terms of their
views on democratic freedoms and rights.

Policy Dimensions

SPENDVTAX = position on improving public services vs. reducing taxes.

0 = Fully in favour of raising taxes to increase public services
:
10 = Fully in favour of cutting public services to cut taxes.

DEREGULATION = position on deregulation.

0 = Strongly opposes deregulation of markets
:
10 = Strongly supports deregulation of markets

REDISTRIBUTION = position on redistribution of wealth from the rich to the poor.

0 = Fully in favor of redistribution
:
10 = Fully opposed to redistribution

ECON_INTERVEN = position on state intervention in the economy.

0 = Fully in favor of state intervention
:
10 = Fully opposed to state intervention

CIVLIB_LAWORDER = position on civil liberties vs. law and order.

0 = Strongly promotes civil liberties
:
10 = Strongly supports tough measures to fight crime
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SOCIALLIFESTYLE = position on social lifestyle (e.g. homosexuality).

0 = Strongly supports liberal policies
:
10 = Strongly opposes liberal policies

RELIGIOUS_PRINCIPLE = position on role of religious principles in politics.

0 = Strongly opposes religious principles in politics
:
10 = Strongly supports religious principles in politics

IMMIGRATE_POLICY = position on immigration policy.

0 = Fully opposed to a restrictive policy on immigration
:
10 = Fully in favor of a restrictive policy on immigration

MULTICULTURALISM = position on integration of immigrants and asylum seekers (multicul-
turalism vs. assimilation).

0 = Strongly favors multiculturalism
:
10 = Strongly favors assimilation

URBAN_RURAL = position on urban vs. rural interests.

0 = Strongly supports urban interests
:
10 = Strongly supports rural interests

ENVIRONMENT = position towards the environment.

0 = Strongly supports environmental protection even at the cost of economic growth
:
10 = Strongly supports economic growth even at the cost of environmental protection

REGIONS = position on political decentralization to regions/localities.

0 = Strongly favors political decentralization
:
10 = Strongly opposes political decentralization
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INTERNATIONAL_SECURITY = position towards international security and peacekeeping
missions.

0 = Strongly favors COUNTRY troop deployment
:
10 = Strongly opposes COUNTRY troop deployment

ETHNIC_MINORITIES = position towards ethnic minorities.

0 = Strongly supports more rights for ethnic minorities
:
10 = Strongly opposes more rights for ethnic minorities

NATIONALISM = position towards nationalism.

0 = Strongly promotes cosmopolitan rather than nationalist conceptions of society
:
10 = Strongly promotes nationalist rather than cosmopolitan conceptions of society

Salience

ANTIELITE_SALIENCE = salience of anti-establishment and anti-elite rhetoric.

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

CORRUPT_SALIENCE = salience of reducing political corruption.

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important
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Most Important Issue

Entries for the next three questions are a summary of the expert responses to the Most Important
Issue question. Each expert ranked one issue as the most important, one issue as the second most
important, and one issue as the third most important issue. In this dataset, we aggregate these
responses using a simple ordinal voting technique. For each party, an issue received 10 points if it
is ranked as the #1 issue by an expert, 5 points if it is ranked #2 by an expert, and 1 point if it is
ranked #3 by an expert. After adding together the issue scores for all the experts for each individual
party, we ranked each issue by the total number of points, yielding the MIP_ONE, MIP_TWO,
and MIP_THREE variables. As the table shows, some parties have ties for the most important
issue questions, which reflects the experts’ uncertainty or disagreement on particular parties.3

MIP_ONE = most important issue for the party over the course of 2014.

MIP_TWO = second most important issue for the party over the course of 2014.

MIP_THREE = third most important issue for the party over the course of 2014.

Last updated: July 20, 2016.
3Note that this expert MIP question must be summarized differently than standard position scores, where we use

the mean, because the variable is not ordered in any substantively meaningful way. Survey users are welcome to
investigate the raw MIP data in the expert-level dataset, or to handle ties as they see fit.
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Most Important Issue Options
1 = Anti-elite rhetoric 2 = Civil liberties
3 = Corruption 4 = Decentralization
5 = Deregulation 6 = Environment
7 = Ethnic minorities 8 = EU integration
9 = Immigration 10 = International security
11 = Multiculturalism 12 = Nationalism
13 = Public services vs taxes 14 = Redistribution
15 = Religious principles 16 = Social lifestyle
17 = State intervention 18 = Urban vs. rural

Ties
19 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Corruption
20 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and EU integration
21 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Immigration
22 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Nationalism
23 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Public services vs taxes
24 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Redistribution
25 = Tie: Civil liberties and Corruption
26 = Tie: Civil liberties and Multiculturalism
27 = Tie: Civil liberties and EU integration
28 = Tie: Corruption and Deregulation
29 = Tie: Corruption and Social lifestyle
30 = Tie: Decentralization and Nationalism
31 = Tie: Decentralization and State intervention
32 = Tie: Deregulation and Nationalism
33 = Tie: Deregulation and Public services vs taxes
34 = Tie: Deregulation and Redistribution
35 = Tie: Deregulation and State intervention
36 = Tie: Ethnic minorities and Social lifestyle
37 = Tie: EU integration and Redistribution
38 = Tie: EU integration and Social lifestyle
39 = Tie: Immigration and International security
40 = Tie: Multiculturalism and Nationalism
41 = Tie: Public services vs taxes and Redistribution
42 = Tie: Public services vs taxes and State intervention
43 = Tie: Redistribution and Social lifestyle
44 = Tie: Redistribution and State intervention
45 = Tie: Social lifestyle and State intervention
46 = Tie: Social lifestyle and Urban vs rural
47 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Deregulation and Ethnic minorities
48 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Environment and International security
49 = Tie: Decentralization and Public services vs taxes and Redistribution
50 = Tie: Deregulation and Ethnic minorities and State intervention
51 = Tie: EU integration and Social lifestyle and State intervention
52 = Tie: Civil liberties and Multiculturalism and Public services vs taxes and Redistribution
53 = Tie: Decentralization and Ethnic minorities
54 = Tie: EU integration and Nationalism
55 = Tie: Deregulation and Multiculturalism and State Intervention
56 = Tie: Immigration and Social Lifestyle
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