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The dataset 1999–2019_dataset_means.dta combines data from the 1999, 2002, 2006, 2010, 2014
and 2019 Chapel Hill Expert Surveys.1 In the 1999 survey, 116 experts estimated positioning of 143
political parties in the 14 largest EU member states (EU-14). For 2002, 250 experts evaluated 171
parties in the EU-14 countries plus 10 prospective EU members. For 2006, 235 experts provided
evaluations on 227 political parties on European integration in all EU member states (24) apart
from Luxembourg, Cyprus, and Malta. For the 2010 survey, 343 experts evaluated 237 political
parties on European integration, ideology, and issue positions in all EU member states, except for
Luxembourg, Cyprus and Malta. For the 2014 survey, 337 experts evaluated 268 parties in all EU
countries, including Luxembourg, Malta and Cyprus. For the 2019 survey, 421 experts evaluated
277 parties in all EU countries, including Luxembourg, Malta and Cyprus.2

In papers or publications utilizing this dataset, we ask users to refer to the dataset as the 1999−2019
Chapel Hill Expert Survey trend file and cite documentation as follows:

Jolly, Seth, Ryan Bakker, Liesbet Hooghe, Gary Marks, Jonathan Polk, Jan Rovny,
Marco Steenbergen, and Milada Anna Vachudova. 2022. “Chapel Hill Expert Survey
Trend File, 1999-2019.” Electoral Studies 75 (February). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
electstud.2021.1024203

To facilitate comparison across time we made party id, party labels, and variable names for identical
questions consistent across datasets. Where questions are not identical we use different variable
names across datasets. This dataset can also be merged with the Marks/Steenbergen/Ray dataset
of expert evaluations of party positions, which covers the EU-14 countries from 1984 − 1996 (also
available on http://chesdata.eu). Together these datasets enable the user to create a time series
from 1984 to 2019 tracking the position, salience of and internal dissent on European integration
for national political parties in the EU-14.

1The dataset is available on the website (chesdata.eu) in Stata (.dta) and .csv formats. The survey dates are
as follows: 1999 survey (Spring/Summer 2000), 2002 survey (September 2002—April 2003), 2006 survey (Summer
2007), 2010 survey (January 2011—March 2011), 2014 survey (December 2014—February 2015), and the 2019 survey
(February 2020—May 2020).

2The experts in the 2014 and 2019 survey also evaluated parties in 3 non-EU countries: Norway, Switzerland, and
Turkey. Please consult the 2014 and 2019 codebook and survey data on chesdata.eu for those countries. The team
also surveyed candidate countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia) and
the Ukraine. That survey is also available on chesdata.eu.

3In the 1.1 version, we corrected a minor coding error in the salience measure to make them comparable across
years. In the 1.2 version, we corrected seat shares for some elections. In 1.3, we updated 2019 Polish vote shares to
reflect coalition shares. Email info@chesdata.eu for the details.
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General Questions

COUNTRY = unique identifier for each country.

Country Country Country Country Country Country
ID Abbreviation ID Abbreviation
1 BE Belgium 20 BUL Bulgaria
2 DK Denmark 21 CZ Czech Republic
3 GE Germany 22 EST Estonia
4 GR Greece 23 HUN Hungary
5 ESP Spain 24 LAT Latvia
6 FR France 25 LITH Lithuania
7 IRL Ireland 26 POL Poland
8 IT Italy 27 ROM Romania
10 NL Netherlands 28 SLO Slovakia
11 UK United Kingdom 29 SLE Slovenia
12 POR Portugal 31 CRO Croatia
13 AUS Austria 37 MAL Malta
14 FIN Finland 38 LUX Luxembourg
16 SV Sweden 40 CYP Cyprus

EASTWEST = 0: party from Central/Eastern Europe, 1: party from EU-15

EUMEMBER = 0: country of this party not an EU member in YEAR, 1: country of this party
an EU member in YEAR

YEAR = year for which party experts were asked to evaluate: 1999, 2002, 2006, 2010, 2014, 2019.

EXPERT = number of experts who evaluated this party.

PARTY_ID = unique identifier for each party.

CMP_ID = Comparative Manifesto Project Party Code4

4We include this id to facilitate matching with the CMP data, which we gathered from https://manifesto-
project.wzb.eu.
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ā
ko
ns
er
va
t̄ı
vā
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ės
są
ju
ng

a
H
om

el
an

d
U
ni
on

25
07

LV
P
;L

V
L
S

L
ie
tu
vo
s
va
ls
ti
eč
ių

pa
rt
ija

;V
al
st
ie
ci
u
ir

L
it
hu

an
ia
n
P
ea
sa
nt

P
ar
ty
;

N
au

jo
si
os

de
m
ok

ra
ti
jo
s
pa

rt
iju

sa
ju
ng

os
;

L
it
hu

an
ia
n
P
ea
sa
nt

P
op

ul
ar

U
ni
on

;
LV

ZS
L
ie
tu
vo
s
va
ls
ti
eč
iu̧

ir
Ža

lių
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ų
ri
nk

im
ų
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ųi

kr
ik
šč
io
ni
ų
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ų
Są

jū
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VOTE = vote percentage received by the party in the national election most prior to YEAR.5

SEAT = seat share of the party in the national election most prior to YEAR.6

ELECTIONYEAR = year for national election most prior to YEAR, used to calculate VOTE
and SEAT.7

EPVOTE = vote percentage received by the party in the European Parliament election most prior
to YEAR.8

FAMILY = classification was initially based on Hix and Lord (1997), except that we place confes-
sional and agrarian parties in separate categories. Family association for parties in Central/Eastern
Europe was based initially on Derksen classification (now incorporated in Wikipedia), triangu-
lated by a) membership or affiliation with international and EU party associations, and b) self-
identification. We update family codings based on ideological shifts or organizational changes.9

Family ID Family Dummies for
Party Families

1 Radical Right RADRT
2 Conservatives CON
3 Liberal LIB
4 Christian-Democratic CD
5 Socialist SOC
6 Radical Left RADLEFT
7 Green GREEN
8 Regionalist REG
9 No family NOFAMILY
10 Confessional CONFESS
11 Agrarian/Center AGRARIAN/CENTER

5All party vote shares collected from the ParlGov database (http://www.parlgov.org) and checked with
wikipedia.org. The citation is Holger Döring and Philip Manow. 2012. “Parliament and government composition
database (ParlGov): An infrastructure for empirical information on parties, elections and governments in modern
democracies.” Version 12/10 − 15 (October). Parties that either did not run in the most recent election or did
not receive enough votes to pass the threshold are coded as missing (.). When vote information is not available for
separate coalition partners, vote percentage is calculated on the basis of the proportion of seats held by the coalition
partner in parliament.

6All party seat shares collected from the ParlGov database (http://www.parlgov.org). Parties that either did not
run in the most recent election or did not receive enough votes to pass the threshold are coded as missing (.).

7An exception to the prior election rule is Latvia in 2010. The Latvian party system underwent numerous changes
in 2010 and 2011 during the time of the survey. The CHES survey focused on the 2011 parties and election in Latvia.

8Common EP election years are 1999 (used for 1999 CHES and 2002 CHES), 2004 (for 2006 CHES), 2009 (for
2010 CHES), 2014 (for 2014 CHES) and 2019 (for 2019 CHES). All EP party vote shares collected from the ParlGov
database (http://www.parlgov.org). Parties that either did not run in the most recent election or did not receive
enough votes to pass the threshold are coded as missing (.).

9Note: We endeavor to carefully classify all parties; however, some parties are easier to categorize than others. For
instance, some parties fit into two or more categories (e.g., at various times, Lega Nord can be classified as Radical
Right and Regionalist). CHES users are advised to review family codings to ensure they match their own research
goals and definitions.
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GOVT = government participation in YEAR.10

0 = Party not in government
0.5 = Party in government for part of the year
1 = Party in government full year

Entries for the questions on the following pages are the mean of expert responses for a particular
party.

General Questions on European Integration

Unless otherwise indicated, questions are available for 1999− 2019.

EU_POSITION = overall orientation of the party leadership towards European integration in
YEAR.

1 = Strongly opposed
2 = Opposed
3 = Somewhat opposed
4 = Neutral
5 = Somewhat in favor
6 = In favor
7 = Strongly in favor

EU_SALIENCE = relative salience of European integration in the party’s public stance in
YEAR [11-point scale].

0 = European Integration is of no importance, never mentioned.
:
10 = European Integration is the most important issue.

EU_DISSENT = degree of dissent on European integration in YEAR [11-point scale].

0 = Party was completely united.
:
10 = Party was extremely divided.

EU_BLUR = how blurry was each party’s position on on European integration. (Asked in 2019)

0 = Not at all blurred.
:
10 = Extremely blurred.

10All government participation measures collected from the ParlGov database (http://www.parlgov.org).
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EU_BENEFIT = position of the party leadership in YEAR on whether COUNTRY has ben-
efited from being a member of the EU [3-point scale]. (Asked in 2010 and 2014)

1 = Benefited
2 = Neither benefited nor lost
3 = Not benefited

Specific EU Policy Questions

Unless otherwise indicated, questions are available for 1999− 2019.

EU_EP = position of the party leadership in YEAR on the powers of the European Parliament.
(Not asked in 2019)

1 = Strongly opposes
2 = Opposes
3 = Somewhat opposes
4 = Neutral
5 = Somewhat favors
6 = Favors
7 = Strongly favors

EU_FISCAL = position of the party leadership in YEAR on EU tax harmonization to reduce
regime competition. (Only asked in 1999)

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors

EU_INTMARK = position of the party leadership in YEAR on the internal market (i.e. free
movement of goods, services, capital and labor). (Not asked in 1999)

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors

EU_EMPLOY = position of the party leadership in YEAR on a common employment policy.
(Only asked in 1999 and 2002)

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors
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EU_BUDGETS = position of the party leadership in YEAR on EU authority over member
states’ economic and budgetary policies. (Asked in 2014 and 2019)

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors

EU_AGRI = position of the party leadership in YEAR on EU’s agricultural spending. (Only
asked in 2002)

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors

EU_COHESION = position of the party leadership in YEAR on EU cohesion or regional policy
(e.g. the structural funds).

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors

EU_ENVIRON = position of the party leadership in YEAR on a common policy on the envi-
ronment. (Only asked in 1999 and 2002)

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors

EU_ASYLUM = position of the party leadership in YEAR on a common policy on political
asylum. (Only asked in 1999 and 2002)

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors

EU_FOREIGN = position of the party leadership in YEAR on EU foreign and security policy.

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors
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EU_TURKEY = position of the party leadership in YEAR on EU enlargement to Turkey.
(Asked in 2006, 2010 and 2014)

1 = Strongly opposes
:
7 = Strongly favors

Ideological Questions

Unless otherwise indicated, questions are available for 1999− 2019.

LRGEN = position of the party in YEAR in terms of its overall ideological stance.

0 = Extreme left
:
5 = Center
:
10 = Extreme right

LRECON = position of the party in YEAR in terms of its ideological stance on economic issues.
Parties can be classified in terms of their stance on economic issues such as privatization, taxes,
regulation, government spending, and the welfare state. Parties on the economic left want govern-
ment to play an active role in the economy. Parties on the economic right want a reduced role for
government.

0 = extreme left
:
5 = center
:
10 = extreme right

LRECON_SALIENCE = relative salience of economic issues in the party’s public stance in
YEAR. (Only asked in 2014 and 2019)

0 = No importance.
:
10 = Great importance.

LRECON_DISSENT = degree of dissent on economic issues in YEAR. (Only asked in 2019)

0 = Party was completely united.
:
10 = Party was extremely divided.
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LRECON_BLUR = how blurry was each party’s position on economic issues in YEAR. (Only
asked in 2019)

0 = Not at all blurred.
:
10 = Extremely blurred.

GALTAN = position of the party in 2019 in terms of their views on social and cultural values.
“Libertarian” or “postmaterialist” parties favor expanded personal freedoms, for example, abortion
rights, divorce, and same-sex marriage. “Traditional” or “authoritarian” parties reject these ideas
in favor of order, tradition, and stability, believing that the government should be a firm moral
authority on social and cultural issues.

0 = Libertarian/Postmaterialist
:
5 = center
:
10 = Traditional/Authoritarian

GALTAN_SALIENCE = relative salience of libertarian/traditional issues in the party’s public
stance in YEAR. (Only asked in 2014 and 2019)

0 = No importance.
:
10 = Great importance.

GALTAN_DISSENT = degree of dissent on libertarian/traditional issues in YEAR. (Only asked
in 2019)

0 = Party was completely united.
:
10 = Party was extremely divided.

GALTAN_BLUR = how blurry was each party’s position on libertarian/traditional issues in
YEAR. (Only asked in 2019)

0 = Not at all blurred.
:
10 = Extremely blurred.
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Policy Dimensions

Unless otherwise indicated, questions are available for 2006− 2019.

SPENDVTAX = position on improving public services vs. reducing taxes.

0 = Strongly favors improving public services
:
10 = Strongly favors reducing taxes

SPENDVTAX_SALIENCE = importance/salience of improving public services vs. reducing
taxes. (Not asked in 2014 or 2019)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

DEREGULATION = position on deregulation of markets.

0 = Strongly opposes deregulation of markets
:
10 = Strongly supports deregulation of markets

DEREG_SALIENCE = importance/salience of deregulation. (Not asked in 2014 or 2019)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

REDISTRIBUTION = position on redistribution of wealth from the rich to the poor.

0 = Strongly favors redistribution
:
10 = Strongly opposes redistribution

REDIST_SALIENCE = importance/salience of redistribution. (Not asked in 2014)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important
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ECON_INTERVEN = position on state intervention in the economy. (Only asked in 2014 and
2019)

0 = Fully in favor of state intervention
:
10 = Fully opposed to state intervention

CIVLIB_LAWORDER = position on civil liberties vs. law and order.

0 = Strongly promotes civil liberties
:
10 = Strongly supports tough measures to fight crime

CIVLIB_SALIENCE = importance/salience of civil liberties vs. law and order. (Not asked in
2014 or 2019)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

SOCIALLIFESTYLE = position on social lifestyle (e.g. rights for homosexuals, gender equality).

0 = Strongly supports liberal policies
:
10 = Strongly opposes liberal policies

SOCIAL_SALIENCE = importance/salience of social lifestyle issues (e.g. homosexuality). (Not
asked in 2014 or 2019)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important
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RELIGIOUS_PRINCIPLES = position on role of religious principles in politics.

0 = Strongly opposes religious principles in politics
:
10 = Strongly supports religious principles in politics

RELIG_SALIENCE = importance/salience of religious principles in politics. (Not asked in 2014
or 2019)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

IMMIGRATE_POLICY = position on immigration policy.

0 = Strongly favors a liberal policy on immigration
:
10 = Strongly favors a restrictive policy on immigration

IMMIGRATE_SALIENCE = importance/salience of immigration policy. (Not asked in 2014)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

IMMIGRATE_DISSENT = degree of dissent on immigration policy in YEAR. (Only asked in
2019)

0 = Party was completely united.
:
10 = Party was extremely divided.
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MULTICULTURALISM = position on integration of immigrants and asylum seekers (multicul-
turalism vs. assimilation).

0 = Strongly favors multiculturalism
:
10 = Strongly favors assimilation

MULTICULT_SALIENCE = importance/salience of integration of immigrants and asylum
seekers. (Not asked in 2014)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

MULTICULT_DISSENT = degree of dissent on immigrants and asylum seekers issues in
YEAR. (Only asked in 2019)

0 = Party was completely united.
:
10 = Party was extremely divided.

URBAN_RURAL = position on urban vs. rural interests.

0 = Strongly supports urban interests
:
10 = Strongly supports rural interests

URBAN_SALIENCE = importance/salience of urban vs. rural interests. (Not asked in 2014
or 2019)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important
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ENVIRONMENT = position towards environmental sustainability. (Asked in 2010, 2014, and
2019)

0 = Strongly supports environmental protection even at the cost of economic growth
:
10 = Strongly supports economic growth even at the cost of environmental protection

ENVIRO_SALIENCE = importance/salience of environmental sustainability. (Asked in 2010
and 2019)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

COSMO = position on cosmopolitanism vs. nationalism. (Only asked in 2006)

0 = Strongly advocates cosmopolitanism
:
10 = Strongly advocates nationalism

COSMO_SALIENCE = importance/salience of cosmopolitanism vs. nationalism. (Only asked
in 2006)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

PROTECTIONISM = position towards trade liberalization/protectionism. (Only asked in 2019)

0 = Strongly favors trade liberalization
:
10 = Strongly favors protection of domestic producers.

REGIONS = position on political decentralization to regions/localities.

0 = Strongly favors political decentralization
:
10 = Strongly opposes political decentralization

REGION_SALIENCE = importance/salience of decentralization. (Not asked in 2014 or 2019)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important
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INTERNATIONAL_SECURITY = position towards international security and peacekeeping
missions. (Asked in 2010 and 2014)

0 = Strongly favors COUNTRY troop deployment
:
10 = Strongly opposes COUNTRY troop deployment

INTERNATIONAL_SALIENCE = importance/salience of international security and peace-
keeping missions. (Only asked in 2010)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

US = position towards US power in world affairs (Only asked in 2006)

0 = Strongly opposes strong US leadership in world affairs
:
10 = Strongly favors strong US leadership in world affairs

US_SALIENCE = importance/salience of US power in world affairs (Only asked in 2006)

0 = not important at all
:
10 = extremely important

ETHNIC_MINORITIES = position towards ethnic minorities.

0 = Strongly supports more rights for ethnic minorities
:
10 = Strongly opposes more rights for ethnic minorities

ETHNIC_SALIENCE = importance/salience of ethnic minorities. (Not asked in 2014 or 2019)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

NATIONALISM = position towards cosmopolitanism vs. nationalism. (Asked in 2014 or 2019)

0 = Strongly promotes cosmopolitan conceptions of society
:
10 = Strongly promotes nationalist conceptions of society
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Salience

RUSSIAN_INTERFERENCE = salience of Russian interference in domestic affairs for the
party leadership.

0 = No importance
:
10 = Great importance.

ANTI_ISLAM_RHETORIC = salience of anti-Islam rhetoric for the party leadership.

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important.

Party characteristics

PEOPLE_VS_ELITE = position on people vs elected representatives. Some political parties
take the position that ‘the people’ should have the final say on the most important issues, for
example, by voting directly in referendums. At the opposite pole are political parties that believe
that elected representatives should make the most important political decisions. (Only asked in
2019)

0 = Elected office holders should make the most important decisions
:
10 = ‘The people’, not politicians, should make the most important decisions.

ANTIELITE_SALIENCE = salience of anti-establishment and anti-elite rhetoric. (Asked in
2014 and 2019)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important

CORRUPT_SALIENCE = salience of reducing political corruption. (Asked in 2014 and 2019)

0 = Not important at all
:
10 = Extremely important
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MEMBERS_VS_LEADERSHIP = position on party leadership vs. members/activists mak-
ing party policy choices. (Only asked in 2019)

0 = Members/activists have complete control over policy choices
:
10 = Leadership has complete control over policy choices.

Most Important Issue
Only asked in 2014

Entries for the next three questions are a summary of the expert responses to the Most Important
Issue question. Each expert ranked one issue as the most important, one issue as the second most
important, and one issue as the third most important issue. In this dataset, we aggregate these
responses using a simple ordinal voting technique. For each party, an issue received 10 points if it
is ranked as the #1 issue by an expert, 5 points if it is ranked #2 by an expert, and 1 point if it is
ranked #3 by an expert. After adding together the issue scores for all the experts for each individual
party, we ranked each issue by the total number of points, yielding the MIP_ONE, MIP_TWO,
and MIP_THREE variables. As the table shows, some parties have ties for the most important
issue questions, which reflects the experts’ uncertainty or disagreement on particular parties.11

MIP_ONE = most important issue for the party over the course of YEAR.

MIP_TWO = second most important issue for the party over the course of YEAR.

MIP_THREE = third most important issue for the party over the course of YEAR.

Last updated: June 14, 2023.
11Note that this expert MIP question must be summarized differently than standard position scores, where we use

the mean, because the variable is not ordered in any substantively meaningful way. Survey users are welcome to
investigate the raw MIP data in the expert-level dataset, or to handle ties as they see fit.
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Most Important Issue Options
1 = Anti-elite rhetoric 2 = Civil liberties
3 = Corruption 4 = Decentralization
5 = Deregulation 6 = Environment
7 = Ethnic minorities 8 = EU integration
9 = Immigration 10 = International security
11 = Multiculturalism 12 = Nationalism
13 = Public services vs taxes 14 = Redistribution
15 = Religious principles 16 = Social lifestyle
17 = State intervention 18 = Urban vs. rural

Ties
19 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Corruption
20 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and EU integration
21 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Immigration
22 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Nationalism
23 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Public services vs taxes
24 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Redistribution
25 = Tie: Civil liberties and Corruption
26 = Tie: Civil liberties and Multiculturalism
27 = Tie: Civil liberties and EU integration
28 = Tie: Corruption and Deregulation
29 = Tie: Corruption and Social lifestyle
30 = Tie: Decentralization and Nationalism
31 = Tie: Decentralization and State intervention
32 = Tie: Deregulation and Nationalism
33 = Tie: Deregulation and Public services vs taxes
34 = Tie: Deregulation and Redistribution
35 = Tie: Deregulation and State intervention
36 = Tie: Ethnic minorities and Social lifestyle
37 = Tie: EU integration and Redistribution
38 = Tie: EU integration and Social lifestyle
39 = Tie: Immigration and International security
40 = Tie: Multiculturalism and Nationalism
41 = Tie: Public services vs taxes and Redistribution
42 = Tie: Public services vs taxes and State intervention
43 = Tie: Redistribution and Social lifestyle
44 = Tie: Redistribution and State intervention
45 = Tie: Social lifestyle and State intervention
46 = Tie: Social lifestyle and Urban vs rural
47 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Deregulation and Ethnic minorities
48 = Tie: Anti-elite rhetoric and Environment and International security
49 = Tie: Decentralization and Public services vs taxes and Redistribution
50 = Tie: Deregulation and Ethnic minorities and State intervention
51 = Tie: EU integration and Social lifestyle and State intervention
52 = Tie: Civil liberties and Multiculturalism and Public services vs taxes and Redistribution
53 = Tie: Decentralization and Ethnic minorities
54 = Tie: EU integration and Nationalism
55 = Tie: Deregulation and Multiculturalism and State Intervention
56 = Tie: Immigration and Social Lifestyle
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